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Dear Parents
As the nights draw in, we still continue at full pace here at the College.
On Monday, I attended a meeting with the Regional Schools
Commissioner to talk about the successes of the last year here at KC and
also outline our priorities for this coming year. This was a very positive
meeting and I am excited about the opportunities that this year will
provide.
On Tuesday, we welcomed Humanutopia in for the day to work with our
Year 7 students. Humanutopia specialise in empowering young people to
make a positive change in their lives. They have worked with over 300,00
young people to help change society and the world. Their life changing
courses are proven to boost academic performance and leave a lasting

impact. Our students (supported by a number of Year 9 and Year 10
students who acted as facilitators) took part in the Who Am I?
programme where students were encouraged to think about their own
lives and their role within society as a whole. The day proved to be very
emotional for our students, but they were amazing and rose to the
challenge.
On Wednesday and Thursday, we welcomed Robin Neighbour and his
team from the Young Enterprise programme to work with our Year 9
students. The focus of the days was to look at their potential earning
power when they leave school by looking at a variety of different jobs
within a variety of industries. They also looked at personal financial
management, and a number of our students were extremely surprised
when they were told that they would have to pay heating bills, rent and
water bills! It certainly made some of our students think about the
necessity of things like the latest iphone.
This week has also seen the launch of our pilot tutor time reading
initiative. This sees 16 of our Year 9 students read with students in Year 7
and 8 every morning. The aim of this is to not only improve reading
levels but to also increase the level of enjoyment when reading, and
encourage students to read more at home. It’s been an excellent start and
you can see the number of books which have been completed later in the
newsletter.
Finally, I am writing this message a couple of hours before the College
hosts NED talks from 7pm. NED talks have been derived from TED talks
and consist of local educators and leaders sharing 20 minutes of their
thoughts around a particular topic within education. Tonight, the theme
is curriculum and I am looking forward to sharing what we do here at the
College. We have over 160 educators attending to collaborate and
develop their practice.
Just a reminder of our social media accounts - this is a great way to keep
up to date and informed with all that we are doing at the College:
Twitter - @KingsthorpeC
Facebook - https://www.facebook.com/KingsthorpeCollege1

Important dates coming up:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Post 16 Open Evening – Thursday 28th November.
Training Day (school closed to students) – Friday 29th November.
Christmas Fair – Saturday 7th December 12-3pm.
Y12/13 Parents Evening – Thursday 12th December.
Carols by Candlelight – Tuesday 17th December.
Coffee Morning – Attendance Focus – Wednesday 18th December
9-10.30am.

I hope you all have a lovely weekend.
Mrs Giovanelli
Headteacher

School Car Park
We are very fortunate to have a large car park for students, staff, parents
and visitors. Following some recent complaints, could I please remind
you to only use the disabled bays in our car park if you have a Blue
Badge. This will ensure that the disabled bays are left for those who have
a specific need. However, if you have a temporary condition which
means you need a parking space close to the school for a meeting etc,
please speak to Mrs Lugg on Reception who will issue you with a
temporary pass.
We have reminded our staff and contractors to avoid using the disabled
car parking bays too.
Many thanks for continuing to park considerately.

Paired Reading
Week 1 has been really successful with the Year 7s engaging well and the
Year 9s doing a very god job of prompting and supporting improvements

in their reading.

Extra Curricular Activities

MYEd school app

We are encouraging all parents to sign up to our free app, this will enable
us to keep you updated in the quickest way possible. This will also give
you access to your childs timetable and achievements.

Wild Spark by Vashti Hardy (BL 5.6)

A mind-bending adventure from the author of
Brightstorm. A year after the death of her older
brother, Prue Haywood's family is still shattered by
grief. But everything changes when a stranger
arrives at the farm. A new, incredible technology
has been discovered in the city of Medlock, where a
secretive guild of inventors have developed a way to
capture spirits of the dead in animal-like machines,
bringing them back to life. Prue knows that the
Ghost Guild might hold the key to bringing her
brother back, so she seizes the stranger's offer to join as an apprentice.
But to find her brother, she needs to find a way to get the ghost machines
to remember the people they used to be. Yet if Prue succeeds, all of
society could come apart.
Fans of Philip Pullman, Sally Gardner and Neil Gaiman will really enjoy
this book.

Our literacy challenge
winner this week is:
•

Benjamin Fenton 8I.

Our words of the week this term are all based around
the Latin root word Vert – meaning turn.

The word of the week is…
“Convertible”
•

Definition: Able to be changed in form, function or character.

•

Try and use this word in a sentence this week. My sentence is:

•

A convertible car is one with a soft roof that can be folded down
or removed.

Our reading hero this week is Alexander Hunt (Year 8). Alex has been
doing some fantastic work on the Accelerated Reader programme. Since
September he has read an amazing 19 books. He has enjoyed books by
David Baddiel, Jeff Kinney and Zachary M. Sherman. He regularly reads
and quizzes in his own time. Well done Alex, keep up the great work.
We encourage parents and carers to check planners on pages 33 and 34.
These pages contain information about what your child is reading, they
also have information about their star reading test scores. Please
encourage wider reading at home, we recommend at least twenty minutes
a day.

Year 7 BookBuzz Challenge
All of our Year 7 students have now received their Book Buzz books so
throughout November, December and January we are challenging them
all to take up the BookBuzz Challenge. All of the challenges centre around
the BookBuzz Programme. Students have to complete all of the categories
on the grid and once they have done so they should hand in their
completed work to either their English teacher or the library. There are
lots of prizes up for grabs which include, gift vouchers, signed copies of
books and goody bags.
To find out more about the BookBuzz programme go to
www.bookbuzz.org.uk.

We’ve registered with easyfundraising and we need your help!
Easyfundraising is a great website where you can help Kingsthorpe
College raise funds simply by doing your everyday online shopping with
over 3,300 big name retailers like Amazon, Argos, John Lewis, ASOS,
Booking.com, eBay, Boden, and M&S.
Every time you shop, we receive a small donation to say ‘thank you’ and
it’s completely free too! We want to raise as much as possible, so please
sign up and help us
at: https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/invite/8KI0WE/U1UFT9

•
•
•
•
•

Thursday 28th November – Post 16 Open Evening
Friday 29th November – School closed for Teacher Training
Day
Thursday 5th December – Year 11 Success Fayre
Saturday 7th December - Christmas Fair, 12pm - 3pm
Tuesday 10th and Wednesday 11th December – Whole
School Production, High School Musical 7.15pm

•

Thursday 12th December – Year 12 and 13 Parents’ Evening

•

Tuesday 17th December – Carols by Candlelight

Key Contacts
Please use the email addresses below to contact year or curriculum leads.
Year7team@kingsthorpecollege.org.uk
Mr Smith, Mr Baron & Mr Wade
Year8team@kingsthorpecollege.org.uk
Mr Wright, Mr Heffernan & Mr Hancock
Year9team@kingsthorpecollege.org.uk
Mrs Kinsella, Mrs Read & Mr Hartnett
Year10team@kingsthorpecollege.org.uk
Mr Hill, Mrs VanGeijlswijk & Mr Baines
Year11team@kingsthorpecollege.org.uk
Mrs Watts, Mrs Patel & Mrs Hayward-Pretty
sixthformteam@kingsthorpecollege.org.uk
Mr Pomerantz, Ms Coppard, Mr Campbell & Mr MacDonald
attendance@kingsthorpecollege.org.uk
Mrs Williams, Ms Vink & Mr Hancock
English
Learning Director: Mr Williams
benjamin.williams@kingsthorpecollege.org.uk
Leadership Team Link: Mrs Giovanelli
jennifer.giovanelli@kingsthorpecollege.org.uk
Maths
Learning Director: Ms Turner
– georgina.turner@kingsthorpecollege.org.uk

Leadership Team Link: Mr Wade
– scott.wade@kingsthorpecollege.org.uk
Science
Learning Director: Ms Basar
ruhana.basar@kingsthorpecollege.org.uk
Leadership Team Link: Mr Baines –
ben.baines@kingsthorpecollege.org.uk
Humanities
Learning Director: Ms McDermott
elishia.mcdermott@kingsthorpecollege.org.uk
Leadership Team Link: Mr MacDonald
stuart.macdonald@kingsthorpecollege.org.uk
Modern Foreign Languages
Learning Director: Ms Sherred
sarah.sherred@kingsthorpecollege.org.uk
Leadership Team Link: Mr Wade
scott.wade@kingsthorpecollege.org.uk
ICT and Business
Learning Director: Mr Anakwa
eric.anakwa@kingsthorpecollege.org.uk
Leadership Team Link: Mrs Hayward-Pretty –
kate.hayward-pretty@kingsthorpecollege.org.uk
Vocational
Learning Director: Mr Ingram
david.ingram@kingsthorpecollege.org.uk
Leadership Team Link: Mrs Hayward-Pretty
kate.hayward-pretty@kingsthorpecollege.org.uk
Visual Arts and Technology
Learning Director: Mr Jones
nigel.jones@kingsthorpecollege.org.uk
Leadership Team Link: Mr Baines
ben.baines@kingsthorpecollege.org.uk

PE
Acting Learning Director: Miss Pettingale
laura.pettingale@kingsthorpecollege.org.uk
Leadership Team Link: Mr Hancock
paul.hancock@kingsthorpecollege.org.uk
Performing Arts
Deputy Learning Director: Mrs Townsend
lucy.townsend@kingsthorpecollege.org.uk
Leadership Team Link: Mr Hartnett
james.hartnett@kingsthorpecollege.org.uk
Special Educational Needs
Learning Director: Mr O’Leary
david.o’leary@kingsthorpecollege.org.uk
Leadership Team Link: Mr Baines
ben.baines@kingsthorpecollege.org.uk
Careers Programme
Careers Leader: Diane Fisher –
diane.fisher@kingsthorpecollege.org.uk or
student.careers@kingsthorpecollege.org.uk
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