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Year 9

My Student Voice  -  feedback from students   

‘Taking the Challenge’

1. Did you enjoy year 8?

All of the time:

24%

Most of the time:
46%

Some of the time:
28%

Hardly ever:
 
  2%

2. What were your major successes in Year 8?

Responses included:

· My creative work in Art

· Improving in Maths

· Coming to a new school and enjoying it

· Sports – even though we haven’t got our fields back yet

· Being part of the productions

· Improving in most of my subjects

· Concentrating during most lessons

· Getting 100% for my attendance

· Turning my behaviour around

· Being a sports representative

· Taking part in Drama

· Getting into the semi-finals of the county cup and qualifying for the nationals in the school football team

· Listening better in lessons

· Taking part in the UK Maths Challenge

· Really improving my English skills

· Improving my work in Maths

· Being a council representative for my form

· Getting good school reports

NB:  Most students mentioned the Stamp System.  They clearly appreciate this

3. What things do you need to do to improve?

 
Responses included:

· I need to realise that this year is important

· I think my Maths should get better this year as I’ve made a good start

· Doing all of my homework

· I’m still not sure about where to put new paragraphs and my spelling needs to improve

· Doing well in subjects I don’t like 

· I need to do more out of lessons 

· I’m lazy really and this shows in my work

· I hate having long lessons as I can’t keep my attention up for long periods of time.  I need to work out how to deal with this

· My attendance which is below target

· I don’t always arrive on time because I leave things to the last minute

· My behaviour

· Making my work more detailed 

4. So far, Year 9 is:

Better:


65%

The same as:

30%

Worse:


  5%

than Year 8

5. How would you describe an excellent Year 9 student?

The following points were made:


Someone who:

· Works hard

· Enjoys school

· Is a good all-rounder

· Is polite and kind

· Can do everything

· Isn’t put off because things are difficult

· Comes to school on time every day

· Has respect for other people

· Is well dressed

· Gets STAMPS every lesson – and postcards home

· Asks for help and doesn’t just sit there

· Wants a good future

· Is happy to follow the rules

· Is good at sport

· Does things without being asked

· Wants to do well in tests

· Has talent

· Gets prepared so that nothing is a shock

· Has a kind personality and is willing to help others

6. How would you describe a poor student?

The following points were made:

Someone who:

· Doesn’t see the point in anything at school

· Is late too often or absent

· Is a loner who won’t share things

· Gets sent to BASE

· Doesn’t get STAMPS

· Is challenging with behaviour

· Is loud and selfish

· Wants everything their way

· Gets excluded

· Doesn’t reach target levels

· Forgets things

· Doesn’t want to improve

· Thinks that they can get there without working 

7. How would you describe yourself as a Year 9 student?

Excellent:

18%

Good:


43%

Average:

36%

Underachieving:
  3%

8. If you have had a few or lots of absences, what things have kept you from attending College?

Many students commented on their 100% attendance record so far.  Others mentioned:

· Illness

· Being poorly just before Christmas.  I caught the bug that was going around

· I had to go out of the country with my family

· Waking up late

· Going into hospital

· Religious reasons

· Going to the doctors or the dentist

9. Have you been a victim of bullying?

Yes:


  2%

No:


98%

10. Do you feel safe in College?

There was a 98% positive response to this question.  

11. Do you always do your homework?

Yes:


84%

Sometimes:

13%

Never:

  
  3%

12. Do you need any extra help with your homework?

Only 2% of students indicated that additional help was required.  

13. Do you need help with any other work?

Again, most students felt that they could cope with the work set.  The following comments, however, were made:

· I would welcome some help with my Maths

· I’m not very comfortable with my work in French.  It’s hard for me

14. List the trips, activities and sports you took part in during Year 8

Students mentioned the following:

· Longtown

· Drama presentations

· Football, trampolining and badminton

· Drayton Manor

· Football and cricket teams

· Sports day

· Skiing trip to Italy

· Clubs at lunch time and after school

· Citizenship activities

15. What extra things have you done in Year 9 so far?

A number of activities were mentioned including:

· I’ve been involved in raising money for various charities

· I have taken extra English lessons because English is not my first language

· I’ve been more involved with sporting activities this year

· I’ve been helping out in the library

· I’m part of the school football team

· I’m learning to play an instrument

· I’ve been on a History trip to London

· I’ve used the multi-gym

· I’ve attended Dance club

· I’m learning to play the guitar

· I’ve been to Longtown

16. What extra things would you like to do in Year 9?

Students said that they would like:

· To go on more trips

· To swim every week

· To be involved in the next school production

· To play more sports, including water sports

· To get into a school team

· To have music lessons 

· To go on trips to the theatre

· To go to a theme park

· To have one day every term to do something that I want to do, for example Art or English all day   

17. A member of another school asks you what KC is like.  What would you say?

The following points were made:

· It’s a good school because people care about you

· It’s not all about exams.  It’s about us too

· We get to learn lots of things and we go to all sorts of lessons

· I have met lots of new friends here

· It’s very, very big and it takes time to find your way around

· It’s broken up into Houses.  Everyone knows who you are

· I really like it

· I love the new building

· Teachers concentrate on making sure we do our best

· We have targets to meet

· We always know what we are doing in lessons because we are told at the beginning

· Lessons are fun

· PE is great

· It’s a good school to come to

· I’m happy here even though I complain sometimes

· We are expected to work hard

· We are still doing important exams this year even though we don’t do SATS 

18. If you had one thing you would change about KC, what would it be?

There were a number of suggestions:

· No homework please

· The fields.  We need them

· We could do with a swimming pool

· I’d like to go home at the usual time on Tuesdays and not half an hour later

· I think we should have mufti days

· I don’t like it when our normal teachers are off school 

· If we had shorter breaks, we could go home earlier like they do abroad

· It would be nice to have a summer uniform as well as the one that we have

· I don’t like exams and think that we should be assessed for the work that we do during
      lessons

19. Do you feel that you are on target to reach your predicted levels in:

Yes


No


English



74%


26%


Maths



77%


23%


Science



71%


29%

23.
What, in particular, do you like about the new College building?
· It’s better this year because we know the building

· I think it was a good idea to put cameras inside the school.  It means that we are safe

· We have lots of computers.  The ICT area is really good.  It’s cool up there too

· I think the Drama studio is excellent

· The best parts are the library and the sports hall

· I love coming to KC because the building is so nice

· Last year we had trouble with the fire bells but things have been sorted out now

· The front of the school looks really cool

· It’s good that the Sixth Form students have their own building

· The building looks very grand from outside

· It seems that things are still being done to improve the building

· It’s an easy building to walk around

· We all fit into the building well

· The Design Technology area is a good place to be

· Everything is still clean and new

20. KC has been a Specialist Sports College for over two years.  Please list the improvements that you have noticed as a result of the College’s specialism 

· PE has a higher profile in College
· We have more PE teachers than before
· There is always something going on in school or outside of school concerning sport
· The competitive part of sport seems to be spread through other areas of the school
· We have sports leaders and a committee
· KC does well in competitions against other schools
· We have Festivals of Sport
· We spend time working with pupils from primary schools
· We have a community programme
· It’s much better than before
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